
WEST RIVERFRONT UPDATE
APRIL 8, 2021



WELCOME  |  PARTICIPATION IN TODAY’S SESSION

• Today’s session will be recorded

• Members of the public are muted with video off

• Presenter + presentation will be on screen

• Presentation will be posted on DRFC website

• Please use Q&A function for questions + comments



ASK A QUESTION! 

• Click on Q&A on your Zoom task bar

• Type your question into the box

• DRFC will read questions aloud during 2 Q&A sessions

• Responses to all questions will be posted to detroitriverfront.org



PUBLIC POLL

STEP 1

STEP 2





Thanks to our guests for 

participating in the 

Public Poll!

PUBLIC POLL



WELCOME!  |  WEST RIVERFRONT UPDATE

DETROIT VOTED BEST RIVERWALK IN THE U.S.A.!



OUR PARKS
ARE ESSENTIAL

40% D E Q U I N D R E  C U T
U S E 20% R I V E R WA L K

U S E

THE DETROIT  R IVERFRONT HAS REMAINED
OPEN EVERY DAY OVER THE LAST YEAR 



• Greenways Update

Q/A

• Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Centennial Park Update

Q/A

• Public Poll

• How to Stay Engaged

TONIGHT’S AGENDA | 5:30-7pm



JOE LOUIS GREENWAY





27.5 miles of 

pathway that provides a 
safe loop around the 
region and:

• Consists of new 
trails and on-street 
bike lanes

• Links to existing 
trails and an 
international 
pedestrian and 
bicycle crossing

• Connects Dearborn, 
Hamtramck, 
Highland Park, and 
five council districts



SW
GREENWAY



Paths for different
users

Landscape + buffers

Neighborhood 
connections

Stormwater management





joelouisgreenway.com

joelouisgreenway@detroitmi.gov

313-279-8248

Spring 2021 (Date TBD)





SOUTHWEST GREENWAY



PUBLIC MEETING 1  | November 2019

PUBLIC MEETING 2  |  January 2020 

SW GREENWAY | ENGAGING WITH COMMUNITY



GREENWAY & RIVERWALK CONNECTIONS



PARTNERS

FORD CENTURY LINK SALVATION ARMY BEDROCK DRTP 1401 VERMONT

AND YOU...



TRACKS IN FRONT OF CENTRAL STATION VIEW FROM LAFAYETTE (LOOKING SOUTH)
DETROIT RIVER

ROSA PARKS BLVD

W. LAFAYETTE BLVD

FORT STREET
W. JEFFERSON AVENUE

BAGLEY STREET

JOE LOUIS GREENWAY

SOUTHWEST GREENWAY



EXISTING PHOTOS
SOUTHWEST GREENWAY

TUNNEL ENTRANCE FOR RAILROAD

JEFFERSON ENTRANCE (SALVATION ARMY) LAFAYETTE UNDERPASS

FORT STREET CULVERT (FACING NORTH)
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5-MINUTE WALKING
DISTANCE FROM TRAILHEADS
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GREENWAY CONNECTIONS
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Source: Base data acquired via City of Detroit 
Open Data Portal
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PROPOSED ALIGNMENT
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ENLARGEMENT A - JEFFERSON TO LAFAYETTE
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MANAGING STORMWATER
INSPIRATIONS, IDEAS, SOLUTIONS
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ENLARGEMENT B - LAFAYETTE TO PORTER
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GATEWAY AT PORTER STREET ENTRY



ENLARGEMENT C - PORTER TO BAGLEY
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PORTER STREET CONNECTION

1401 VERMONT
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NATURAL PLAY AREA

LABEL AND ADD 
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SITE AMENITIES SEATING     |       LITTER & RECYCLING  RECEPTACLES    |     BIKE PARKING     |     

 SECURITY CAMERAS     |   LIGHTING    



SIGNAGE
  |    GATEWAYS    |       IDENTITY    |     MAP AND INFORMATION     |      DIRECTIONAL     |   TRAIL MARKERS    |    MILE MARKERS     |  



PROJECT TIMELINE
SOUTHWEST GREENWAY



QUESTIONS

QUESTIONS / COMMENTS



GREENWAY & RIVERWALK CONNECTIONS



RALPH C. WILSON, JR. 
CENTENNIAL PARK
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4 Main Elements of the Park 

The Hill 

The Park Houses 

The Water Garden 
Play Garden 

Water Play 
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View of The Hill in Winter
Ralph C. Wilson Jr. Centennial Park Detroit RiverFront Conservancy

09 April 2020

The Hill
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View of The Sport House
Ralph C. Wilson Jr. Centennial Park Detroit RiverFront Conservancy

09 April 2020

The Sport House
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The Bay
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Looking Back at Community Input
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The Water Garden
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0 40’ 80’ 160’
D E T R O I T  R I V E R

Property Line

WATER GARDEN AREA CIRCULATIONSPILL OVER LAWN AREASDOCK, LOOKOUT POINT,
AND GRAVEL BANKS

KEY

Bathrooms and Changing Rooms

Existing River
 Edge

E a s t 
C o m f o r t 
S t a t i o n

approx.
76,000 SF
1.75 Acres

approx.
44,000 SF
1.0 Acre

Approx. 880 People
50SF per person

approx.
6,000 SF

Approx. 240 People
25SF per person

Park House
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Existing
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Building
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SPORT HOUSE

THE HILL

River Terrace
and Evergreen Knoll

Bluff

Eco-habitat

Gravel
BankIslandPeninsula PLAY GARDEN

Nature
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Nature
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Dock

Weir and 
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1/2 Mile of Trails

Gravel
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Park House & 
Park House Plaza

Sport House &
Riverwalk

10th Street & 
W. Je�erson Ave.

East Promenade &
Play Garden

Play Garden &
Riverwalk

8th Street & 
W. Je�erson Ave.

Island

Glade

Knoll

Knoll

Knoll

Vale

Peninsula

Ralph Rock

Timber Dock &
Boat Launch

Lookout Point

Pond Weir And
Crossing

CANADIAN PACIFIC

TUNNEL EASEMENT

+ 579

+ 577
+ 583

+ 577

+ 579
579 +

579 +

+ 581

+ 580

+ LP 569.5

+ LP 569.5

+ 578

+ 583

PROMENADE VIEW

Access and Circulation
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Ralph C. Wilson Jr. Park, Centennial Park Detroit
Water Garden and Dock Rendering - V2

Page 2   
05 April 2021

The Water Garden Dock
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The Water Garden and Water Play
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The Great Lakes Waterway
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12” Intake Pipe

Flexible Pipe Located
On The Bottom Of Pond

+ 577.8

+ 560.0

8” Hdpe Pipe

Pump Vault

Pond Weir And
Crossing

Three River Water
Sources At Lobes

Edge Of Aquablock
Pond Liner

OUT

IN

CANADIAN PACIFIC

TUNNEL EASEMENT
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+ 583
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579 +

579 +
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+ 578
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PROMENADE VIEW

Water Circulation
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Brooklyn Botanic Garden
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Habitat Enhancements

Rootwads

Reef Balls

Submerged Trees

Spawning
Beds

Fish
Cove
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Root Wads Submerged TreesReef Ball

Habitat Enhancements



CANADIAN PACIFIC

TUNNEL EASEMENT
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Cherry Walk
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Black Willow Weeping Willow

Water’s Edge, Willows
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Arrowhead

Fox Sedge

Horsetail

Blue Flag Iris

Pickerweed

Soft Rush

Water Lily

Woolgrass

Water’s Edge, Herbaceous Plants
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Riverfront and Inlet

Swamp Aster Bulrush Joe Pye WeedSwamp Loostrife

Bayberry Staghorn Sumac PoplarSwitchgrass
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PARK PROGRAMMING

PARK PROGRAMMING



RECREATION



EDUCATION, 
ART & CULTURE



CONSERVATION





PROJECT TIMELINE
PROJECT TIMELINE

RALPH C. WILSON, JR. CENTENNIAL PARK



QUESTIONS

QUESTIONS / COMMENTS
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HOW TO STAY ENGAGED
This presentation and questions & answers will be posted 

on DRFC website: www.detroitriverfront.org

Instagram & Facebook: @detroitriverfront
Twitter: @detroitrvrfrnt

THANK YOU FOR COMING!

Follow us for news on groundbreaking & future updates!



THANK YOU!




