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What is your favorite activity 
to do along the Riverfront?

West Riverfront Community Update

3946 8061



HOUSEKEEPING

• The PDF presentation from tonight’s webinar will be 
posted to the DRFC website: www.detroitriverfront.org

• Please submit questions via the Zoom Q & A or         
email to westriverfront@detroitriverfront.org
Submit all questions by Friday, April 21

• DRFC will post answers to all questions on our website 
by Wednesday, April 26

http://www.detroitriverfront.org/
mailto:westriverfront@detroitriverfront.org


AGENDA

• Welcome!

• DRFC 20th Anniversary
• West Riverfront Updates

§ Riverwalk Extension
§ Greenway Updates
§ Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Centennial Park Update

• Announcements
• Thank You!





DETROIT RIVERWALK
BEST IN THE USA







WEST RIVERFRONT UPDATES



The 
Platform 

Before

T H E  P L AT F O R M
B e f o r e



The 
Platform 

After

T H E  P L AT F O R M
A f t e r



Riverfront 
Towers

Before

R I V E R F R O N T  T O W E R S
B e f o r e



Riverfront 
Towers

After

R I V E R F R O N T  T O W E R S
A f t e r



DDA PARCEL
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DRFC/DDA - Riverwalk11 SmithGroup

CONCEPT PLAN
TAP GRANT APPLICATION

Prepared February 2019



DRFC/DDA - Riverwalk12 SmithGroup

CONCEPT PLAN
TAP GRANT APPLICATION

Prepared February 2019





SOUTHWEST GREENWAY



S O U T H W E S T  G R E E N WAY



S O U T H W E S T  G R E E N WAY



S O U T H W E S T  G R E E N WAY
S i t e  C l e a r i n g



S O U T H W E S T  G R E E N WAY
U t i l i t y  I n s t a l l a t i o n



S O U T H W E S T  G R E E N WAY
E x c a v a t i o n



S O U T H W E S T  G R E E N WAY
C o n c r e t e  P a t h



S O U T H W E S T  G R E E N WAY
W a l k w a y  D e v e l o p m e n t



S O U T H W E S T  G R E E N WAY
F o r t  S t r e e t  B r i d g e



S O U T H W E S T  G R E E N WAY
B a g l e y  E n t r a n c e



S O U T H W E S T  G R E E N WAY
A e r i a l





JOE LOUIS GREENWAY



JOE LOUIS GREENWAY UPDATE
Tireman to Joy



1. W. Warren to Fullerton: 
Under construction

2. W. Davison to E. 
McNichols: Demolition 
starting May of 2023

CONSTRUCTION

W. Chicago Demolition



Pavilion construction

Pavilion rendering Playground

WEST WARREN GATEWAY
Tireman to Joy



Community leaders have asked us 
to reconsider the route and design 
at the locations highlighted on the 
map. We will be hosting a series of 
engagement meetings for the 
following locations: 

1. Springwells

2. Southwest

3. Lonyo

4. Littlefield

For information about future 
meetings: 

Sign up for the newsletter at 
www.joelouisgreenway.com

Follow us on social media 
@jlouisgreenway

COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT

Lonyo Community Meeting

http://www.joelouisgreenway.com/


JOE LOUIS 
GREENWAY 
PARTNERSHIP

MEAGAN ELLIOT

Executive Director, Joe 
Louis Greenway 
Partnership

RU SHANN LONG

Chief Executive Officer, 
Focus Hope

PORTIA ROBERSONLEONA MEDLEY

Midwest Civic Council 
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Deputy Chief Financial 
Officer, City of Detroit

BOARD CHAIR ALEXIS 
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Principal, Moment 
Strategies

BOARD TREASURER BRAD 
DICK
Chief Operating Officer,
City of Detroit
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President, Community 
Foundation for Southeast 
Michigan, retired

MATT CULLEN
Chairman, Detroit 
Riverfront Conservancy



CULTURAL CROSSROADS 
INITIATIVE

Community and youth centered cultura l  programming



















RALPH C. WILSON, JR. 
CENTENNIAL PARK



C O N T R U C T I O N  I S  U N D E R WAY !



R A L P H  C .  W I L S O N ,  J R .  C E N T E N N I A L  PA R K
S i t e  G r a d i n g



Sport 
House

Proof 
Rolling 

W I L L I A M  D AV I D S O N  S P O RT  H O U S E
P r o o f  R o l l i n g



Sport 
House 

Aggregrat
e Piers 

W I L L I A M  D AV I D S O N  S P O RT  H O U S E
A g g r e g a t e  P i e r s



W I L L I A M  D AV I D S O N  S P O RT  H O U S E
F o u n d a t i o n s



Sport 
House 

Sheer Wall

W I L L I A M  D AV I D S O N  S P O RT  H O U S E
S h e e r  W a l l



Sport 
House 

Completed 
Sheer 

Walls and 
Storage 

Room
W I L L I A M  D AV I D S O N  S P O RT  H O U S E
S h e e r  W a l l  +  S t o r a g e  R o o m



Sport 
House 

Steel 
Columns

W I L L I A M  D AV I D S O N  S P O RT  H O U S E
S t e e l  C o l u m n s



Sport 
House 

Column 
Install

W I L L I A M  D AV I D S O N  S P O RT  H O U S E
C o l u m n  I n s t a l l  



Sport 
House 

Structural 
Steel

W I L L I A M  D AV I D S O N  S P O RT  H O U S E
S t r u c t u r a l  S t e e l



Marine ConstructionLandside Construction 

L A N D  +  M A R I N E  C O N S T R U C T I O N



Marine

Driving 
Sheet Piles

M A R I N E
D r i v i n g  S h e e t  P i l e s



Marine 

Sheet pile 
installation

M A R I N E
S h e e t  P i l e  I n s t a l l a t i o n



Marine 

Loading 
Platform

M A R I N E
L o a d i n g  P l a t f o r m



Marine 

Loading 
Platform

M A R I N E
L o a d i n g  P l a t f o r m



B A R B A R A  M .  E R B  C O V E ,  AT  H U R O N - C L I N T O N  
M E T R O PA R K S  W AT E R  G A R D E N  
Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Centennial Park



D E LTA  D E N TA L  P L AY  G A R D E N ,  
T H E  B E R N S T E I N  B E A R  
Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Centennial Park



M O RT  H A R R I S  C L A S S R O O M
Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Centennial Park



SPORT HOUSE  SURFACE-MOUNT LETTERING

H Plus  •  August 5, 2022 ADDRESS
ONE LIBERTY PLAZA SUITE 2701, NEW YORK, NY 10006

PROJECT
RALPH C. WILSON JR. CENTENNIAL PARK

DATE
24. MARCH 2021 

PAGE
1 Adjaye Associates

BUILDING DONOR LETTERING - SPORT HOUSE

W I L L I A M  D AV I D S O N  S P O R T  H O U S E
R a l p h  C .  W i l s o n ,  J r .  C e n t e n n i a l  P a r k



R A L P H  C .  W I L S O N ,  J R .  C E N T E N N I A L  PA R K





RALPH C. WILSON, JR. CENTENNIAL 
PARK - PROGRAMMING



PLACE = PEOPLE



THE RIVERFRONT
IS FOR EVERYONE

To actively engage the millions of visitors that take in the beauty of the 
revitalized riverfront and Dequindre Cut, the Conservancy partners 
with organizations across Metro-Detroit to provide activities and 
events for all.

The Conservancy produces and partners on more than 200 programs 
and events each year that focus on Health & Wellness, Conservation, 
and Education, Arts & Culture. These programs and events ensure 
that metro-Detroiters from all generations have access to free and 
low-cost public programming that connect our communities. 

Every day on the Riverwalk and the Dequindre Cut offers a new 
opportunity to experience incredible arts, entertainment, health & 
wellness, and environmental opportunities throughout the year.  The 
Conservancy’s singular promise is to provide those who visit our 
world-class space with a safe place to grow and play.



DETROIT RIVERFRONT COMMUNITY

3,000,000+
Annual Visitors

180,000+
Program Participants

84% of Detroiters
Have visited the Riverfront in 

the past year.

18%
39%

43%

39% Detroit

43% Southeast Michigan

18% Other Michigan, USA & International



H E A LT H  &  W E L L N E S S
R i v e r w a l k e r s



R I V E R F R O N T  R U N



M O O N L I G H T  Y O G A



C O N S E R VAT I O N
K i d s  F i s h i n g  F e s t



S T U R G E O N  D AY



C O M M U N I T Y  C L E A N  U P



E D U C AT I O N ,  A R T S ,  C U LT U R E
C a m p b e l l  Te r r a c e  M u s i c  S e r i e s



R E A D I N G  A N D  R H Y T H M



D Í A  D E  L O S  M U E R T O S



August 2022 wellnessPASSIVE 
PROGRAMMING



SPECIAL EVENTS



HARVEST FEST



W I N T E R  AT  VA L A D E
F i r e  &  I c e  F e s t i v a l

W I N T E R  AT  VA L A D E
W i n t e r  A r o u n d  t h e  W o r l d

W I N T E R  AT  VA L A D E
M o t o w n  L o v e

W I N T E R  AT  VA L A D E
M a r d i  G r a s  a t  V a l a d e



August 2022 wellnessDEQUINDRE CUT
FREIGHT YARD



2022 VOLUNTEERISM

288 3,485
H O U R S  

Served by DRFC Volunteers

5,705
P O U N D S

Of Trash Removed by Volunteers

Active 
DRFC Volunteers

113
DRFC Volunteers Engaged

1,028
H O U R S  

Served by Corporate Volunteers

15
Corporate Volunteer 
Projects Completed

508
Corporate Volunteers

Engaged



PROGRAM
PARTNERS

Tead One Memorial 
Fund

InsideOut Literary Arts Motown Roller Club We Run 313

Detroit Audubon 
Society

AfroMoone Urban Solace Rivertown Detroit

AARP of Michigan Detroit River International 
Wildlife Refuge

Canine to Five General Motors



87

• Power of the outdoors

• Four Season of Play

• Connecting with the environment

• Lessons from the river and land 

Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Centennial 
Park creates opportunities for 

residents and visitors to 
experience the natural world in 

an urban environment by 
building connections to play 

and place.
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BUILDING DONOR LETTERING - SPORT HOUSE

W I L L I A M  D AV I D S O N  S P O R T  H O U S E
R a l p h  C .  W i l s o n ,  J r .  C e n t e n n i a l  P a r k



B A R B A R A  M .  E R B  C O V E ,  AT  H U R O N - C L I N T O N  
M E T R O PA R K S  W AT E R  G A R D E N  
Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Centennial Park



M O RT  H A R R I S  C L A S S R O O M
Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Centennial Park



• Detroit Riverfront Run: June 10, Cullen Plaza 

• Kids Fishing Fest: June 11, Milliken State Park & 
Harbor

• Juneteenth on the Cut with D.Cipher: June 19, 
Dequindre Cut

• Shimmer on the River: June 22, Valade Park

• Dequindre Cut Clean Up: April 22, Dequindre Cut

• Rain Barrels on the Riverfront: April 29, Gabriel 
Richard Park

• Sturgeon Day: May 6, Milliken State Park & Harbor

• Dequindre Cut Freight Yard Opening: May 19, DCFY

SPRING & EARLY SUMMER 2023
EVENTS & PROGRAMS



ANNOUNCEMENTS





20th Anniversary Celebrations

Historical exhibition along the Riverfront

Watch our website and our social media to 
stay up to date on all our anniversary plans: 
www.detroitriverfront.org

The unveiling of a book about the 
riverfront revitalization

The premiere of a riverfront documentary

Free boat cruises on Diamond Jack                    
June 13th, July 11th and August 8th



THANK YOU!

email: westriverfront@detroitriverfront.org
by April 21st (responses will be posted on April 26th)

QUESTIONS?

mailto:westriverfront@detroitriverfront.org


ROLLING CREDITS


