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[aMBaSSaDOr BrIDGE]  Detroit’s historic Ste. anne Church and Mexicantown 
Mercado & plaza are within a few blocks of the ambassador Bridge to Canada, the western 
boundary of the Conservancy’s project. the new Bagley avenue pedestrian bridge connects 
the communities to the west over Interstate 75.

[MExIcantOwn]  one day you will be able to ride your bike 
fewer than 1.5 miles from the west riverfront to Mexicantown 
for a delicious meal and unique shopping.

DEtrOIt’S wESt rIvErfrOnt

Detroit 

CanaDa
Detroit River

From a post-industrial port  
to a vibrant and accessible destination,  
the Detroit riverfront has become the  

nEw facE Of thE cIty.
It starts here – one step at a time.

RiveRside  
paRk

ambassadoR 
bRidge

a cOnnEctED rIvErfrOnt

Joy, excitement, pride. these are just three of the 
adjectives that describe our feelings as we reflect on the 
development of the riverfront these past two years. 

By way of brief background, the non-profit Detroit 
riverFront Conservancy was founded in 2003 with a  
mission of developing public access to Detroit’s riverfront, 
and serving as an anchor for economic development. our 
ultimate vision is to develop five and a half miles of riverfront, 
from the ambassador Bridge on the west, to just east of the 
Macarthur (Belle Isle) Bridge. More than 80 percent (three 
miles) of development has been realized, complete with a 
vibrant riverWalk that connects plazas, pavilions, parks, 
butterfly gardens, fountains, cafes and more – all enjoyed 
by millions since it officially opened in 2007. as the 
permanent stewards of this public space, the Conservancy 
is responsible for the year-round operations, maintenance, 
security and programming of the riverfront as well as the 
Dequindre Cut Greenway. We are also responsible for 
raising all of the funds to support this riverfront 
development project. 

tremendous progress has since been made on several fronts: 
completing design and construction planning in preparation 
for the next east riverfront construction phase, which is to be 
launched in spring of 2012; enhancing existing projects; 
expanding programming; recruiting volunteers; solidifying 
relationships with invaluable partners; and welcoming new 
development while attracting more supporters as we continue 
to work to raise the funds to support all aspects of this project. 

We are delighted by all Detroiters and visitors that are 
attracted to the river, and that number has been growing 
significantly each year. We are elated by their smiles, the 
children playing in the fountains, the seniors listening 
to music, those participating in a wide variety of special 
programs, bench sitters eating lunch, and bikers/
runners exercising while enjoying a spectacular view.

We are also proud of all the community feedback we have 
received. the responses have been heartwarming and have 
given all of us at the Conservancy additional motivation to 
continue to pursue our objectives with an uncompromising 
commitment. Some of the feedback we have received is 
included in this report along with detailed information about 
our progress to date, all of which we trust you will enjoy.

We also celebrate the wonderful public-private 
partnership that has provided the critical support that 
has played a major role in our success. this partnership 
represents a new paradigm on how communities can come 
together to make meaningful and sustainable change. 

There is a slogan which holds that, “if you 
build it, they will come.” We are delighted that 
this is proving all too true at the riverfront; 
we are building, and they are coming. 

as we continue our work to pursue our bridge-to-bridge 
development vision, our only wish is that “they keep 
coming” and we are confident that they will.



“rivers are often regarded as means of transport, or – at 
best – a space for water sports. But they are also powerful 
and symbolic icons for connecting people and ideas across 
regions and national borders.” the river//Cities platform.

Indeed, the river//Cities platform, a partnership 
between cultural, environmental and political initiatives, 
has it right, and that’s how we at the Detroit riverFront 
Conservancy view the Detroit river and our mission in 
developing the waterfront.

While we are proud of the beauty we are creating, and 
the tens of thousands of Detroit area residents we are 
attracting to enjoy the river, our goals extend well 
beyond these accomplishments.

We understand that the riverfront is 
an integral part of the City of detroit’s 
revitalization efforts. it is a vital part 
of the whole.

the riverfront project is one of the major bloodlines for 
the City. Just like a vein, we provide much-needed “plasma” 
for the City to help its heart beat a little stronger, and, by 
extension, strengthening other parts of the City’s body.

But this relationship extends beyond structural/physical 
development.

It impacts the very psyche of the City, and how residents 
feel about themselves. It increases their pride, their sense 
of worth, and the quality of their lives.

While we have much more to do, the work that has been 
completed has already revitalized Detroiters. We see it all 
around us – in the stories written about this project, in 
the feedback we have received in letters and emails, and 
in the smiles of visitors to the waterfront.

the magic of the riverfront is being enjoyed by residents 
throughout the Detroit region as well as by visitors 
throughout the world. 

over these past two years, considerable development 
progress has been made on several fronts on the 
riverfront: enhancement of existing projects and 
programs, planning for the future by way of design 
and construction planning, executing an exciting 
new volunteer program that is attracting people from 
throughout the region, cementing relationships with 
invaluable partners, and identifying new riverfront 
supporters. We also have played a major role in attracting 
new development to the riverfront, contributing to the 
economic revival of Detroit and the metropolitan area.

as in a giant jigsaw puzzle, the pieces are coming 
together on the waterfront. and as we witness the 
progress, we must admit to a deep sense of pride for the 
contributions the Conservancy, with help from many 
partners, has made. In a very short period, a vibrancy is 
being created that no one could have predicted.

the 17th Century philosopher, pascal, said: “rivers are 
roads that move and carry us whither we wish to go.”

at the Conservancy, we know whither we want to go, and 
we expect to increase the excitement on the river as we 
continue toward our final destination.

We thank you for your continued support and trust that 
you will enjoy our 2010-2011 annual report, which 
speaks to progress, promise and our future. 
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LEttEr frOM LEaDErShIp

Matthew P. Cullen
Board Chairman

Detroit RiverFront Conservancy

Faye Alexander Nelson
President & CEO

Detroit RiverFront Conservancy

thE MaGIc Of  
DEtrOIt’S rIvErfrOnt  

is adored by residents throughout the Detroit region,  
as well as by visitors throughout the world.

[vIBrant cOMMunItIES]  new pedestrian greenways are being planned to connect markets and 
restaurants, other businesses and neighborhoods all together – and ultimately to the riverfront. 



until the Conservancy launched its development 
program, the Detroit riverfront was undeveloped 
and inaccessible to Detroit area visitors. But the 
perception of the City, both externally and internally, 
is changing as a result of initiatives like the Detroit 
riverfront’s transformation, encouraging thousands 
of visitors annually to enjoy what is one of the region’s 
greatest natural resources.

in addition to providing residents 
and visitors with a beautiful and 
safe place to walk, jog and ride, the 
riverfront continues to serve as a 
catalyst for economic development 
with new projects completed or 
underway. Following are some of the 
recent developments:

thE DEtrOIt/waynE cOunty pOrt authOrIty 
the Detroit/Wayne County port authority opened a 
new 21,000-square-foot passenger terminal and public 
dock/wharf. the two-story facility accommodates all 
types of vessels – cruise ships, ferries, water taxis, tall 
ships, dinner boats and naval frigates – wishing to call 
on the port of Detroit. the terminal complements the 

riverfront’s architecture, and provides a permanent 
riverWalk connection between Hart plaza and the GM 
plaza and promenade.

thE EaSt rIvErfrOnt DIStrIct InfraStructurE 
east riverfront district infrastructure, designed  
and constructed by the Detroit economic Growth 
Corporation, has been completed. the improvements 
include new street pavement, sidewalks, striped bike 
lanes, and street lights, all of which are important 
connections to the riverfront. equally important  
is the City’s investment and updating of underground 
sewers and utilities, vital support for this new  
public space.

BLuE crOSS BLuE ShIELD 
In May 2011, Blue Cross Blue Shield began a major 
transition of employees to GM’s renaissance Center 
on the riverfront. ultimately, 3,000 employees will be 
moved downtown, creating a unified downtown Detroit 
campus while supporting the vitality of Detroit and  
its riverfront. 

JOE MuEr SEafOOD 
Joe Muer Seafood joined the andiamo restaurant Group 
with a new 250-seat restaurant in September 2011.

thE rOBErtS rIvErwaLk hOtEL anD rESIDEncE 
the roberts riverwalk Hotel and residence (formerly 
the omni Hotel at river place) has opened. the hotel/
residences, located on the Detroit riverfront, overlook 
the Detroit river and the Canadian coastline, and offer 
guests privacy in a beautiful estate-like setting. the 
hotel has 107 elegant guestrooms and 50 upscale senior 
living units.

unIvErSIty prEp ScIEncE anD Math hIGh SchOOL 
DavE BInG caMpuS 
thOMpSOn fOunDatIOn 90/90 SchOOL 
located in the riverfront district, upSM is a state of  
the art learning center, serving more than 2,000  
students in grades 9-12. the school prepares students 
for success in college and future careers in science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics and is dedicated 
to providing academic excellence, personalized learning 
plans and hands-on career experiences through 
community partnerships.

ELEvatOr BuILDInG 
the elevator Building, a 103-year-old mixed-use 
structure located adjacent to the Dequindre Cut and 
overlooking the Detroit riverfront, is being brought 
back to life with small businesses housed on the first and 
second floors in loft-style office space. 

prESBytErIan vILLaGES Of MIchIGan 
presbyterian Villages of Michigan, in collaboration 
with Henry Ford Health System and united Methodist 
retirement Communities, is creating a senior living 
community on the river adjacent to the uaW-GM 
training Facility. the Center for Senior Independence 
program and affordable assisted living will provide 
affordable assisted living, independent living, residential 
nursing home units, senior health and wellness services, 
recreational spaces, and a community café.

thE cOBO haLL cOnfErEncE &  
ExhIBIt capItaL IMprOvEMEnt prOGraM
the Cobo Hall Conference & exhibit Capital 
Improvement program continues to enhance the center. 
When completed, Cobo will be equipped with more 
than 150,000 square feet of additional, prime meeting 
and show floor space. 

the size and flexibility of the new facility will permit 
holding multiple events simultaneously, and allow 
southeast Michigan to be home to the world’s largest 
conventions. the new state-of-the-art southern glass 
wall, which will overlook the riverfront, will bring a 
constant sense of activity to the waterfront area west of 
Hart plaza.
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It  starts Here  one Step at a time

[cOrktOwn]  approximately one mile from the riverfront is Corktown, one  
of Detroit’s oldest neighborhoods. It became known as Corktown when in the 1840s,  
during the potato Famine, the Irish from County Cork immigrated to the area.

[waLkaBILIty]  as plans progress, destinations along Michigan avenue 
will only be a walk or a bike ride from the riverfront.



It is exciting to see how vibrant the riverfront has become. recently,  
I took my father and his wife from Flint for a visit. We enjoyed a  
tour on the Diamond Jack and a stroll along the riverWalk and Belle 
Isle. I have developed a whOLE nEw apprEcIatIOn for the City since 
my job relocated me here and am looking forward to bike rides along 
the Dequindre Cut and lunch-time walks along the riverfront.  
Kathy Swanson, Clinton Township

When we relocated back to  michigan from pittsburgh, the  one thing i knew i missed was the waterfront. IMaGInE My JOy  aS I DIScOvErED thE rIvErwaLk and River days! The riverfront  is my place to go to reflect on  the previous week’s activities and refocus my energy for the week to come. i enjoy walking or just sitting and watching boats cruise the water. my family knows i have claimed the bench by the carousel as my spot!Deborah Johnson, Farmington Hills

some of my fondest childhood memories  

involve going to Boblo. thanks to the 

Detroit riverFront Conservancy, I can  

revisit the riverfront and MakE nEw 

MEMOrIES wIth My chILDrEn. 

Deborah Hardison Hill, Detroit

“ ““
I have a lot of history in the downtown 
area having worked and gone to school 
there many years ago. I love visiting the 
riverfront today and seeing it LOOkInG 
MOrE BEautIfuL than EvEr!
Laura Napoleone, Oakland Township

“
”

”
”

”

rIvErfrOnt rEfLEctIOnS

I recently brought my great 
nephew and his friend to the 
riverfront. they had hours of fun, 
fun, fun! they loved the story 
hour, which included a beautiful 
stage setting, sing-along, ice 
cream sundaes, hot dogs, 
carousel rides, free books from 
the Detroit Public Library, and  
of course, GrEat StOrIES 
rEaD By GrEat rEaDErS! 
then, it was on to the water 
fountain where the kids ran 
endlessly through the crystal  
clear water. It was a day none 
of us will ever forget. 
Jackie Perkins, Detroit

“
”

I’vE EnJOyED watchInG thE rIvErfrOnt 

prOGrESS thrOuGh thE yEarS. Many years  

ago, I used to come down and sit on tree stumps as I  

watched the river go by.

Now, we have this beautiful RiverWalk with parks,  

benches and pavilions for all to enjoy! I see the sense of 

community and connection people have with the City 

whenever I’m on the riverfront. Any time I see a family 

taking pictures along the riverfront, I always offer  

to take a family photo. I love capturing the joy and  

excitement they are experiencing while on the riverfront.   

Cleatrice Grigsby, Detroit

“I am proud to call Detroit 
home. It’s the City where  
I grew up and have lived 
for over half my life. the 
riverfront makes me feel 
even more cOnnEctED 
tO thE cIty I LOvE.
Frances Ross  
Grosse Pointe Farms

“
” ”



they came by the thousands, by the hundreds of 
thousands. and they came for a variety of reasons: 
to go for a morning run, take an afternoon stroll 
with family and friends, try a little fishing, exercise, 
to enjoy a summer concert, eat a meal outdoors or 
just spend a few minutes along the river for some 
quiet personal reflection. Many, of course, have 
been drawn to the riverfront to enjoy a wide variety 
of programs organized by the Conservancy as well as 
our partner organizations. 

These programs have created an 
excitement, drawing families from  
near and far. Whether through concerts, 
festivals or children’s events, the 
exhilaration created by a broad-range 
of programs has provided much-valued 
and unforgettable experiences for 
riverfront visitors.

kIDS fIShInG fESt
to kick off our summer season, the Conservancy 
presented its first-ever river Days Kids Fishing Fest, 
a free family fishing festival at the Milliken State park 
Marina. produced by the Conservancy in collaboration 
with several community partners, more than 300 
children and their families were treated to a day of 
free fishing and family fun. the program provided an 
opportunity for inter-generational family bonding 
and community building, with kids experiencing the 
sport of fishing along the riverfront – many for the 
first time. Given the event’s popularity, plans are 
underway to make this an annual event. 

rIvEr DayS fEStIvaL
With more than 115,000 visitors, our popular 
river Days Festival returned for a fifth year, once 
again celebrating Detroit’s rich maritime history. 
the festival included water-related activities and 
an environmentally themed kids’ zone called “It’s 
easy to be Green” featuring live entertainment and 
theatre, arts and crafts and environmental exhibits. 
Visitors also enjoyed more than 75 musical acts, sand 
sculptures, chalk art, a 5K run, a “taste of Detroit” 
food court, carnival rides and games. 

rEaDInG anD rhythM On thE rIvErfrOnt
In a partnership with the General Motors Foundation, 
the Conservancy presented “reading and rhythm on 
the riverfront,” a family-oriented eight-week event 
designed to promote literacy throughout southeast 
Michigan. nearly 2,000 children participated in the 
popular weekly programs, which included celebrity 
readers who presented classic children’s books. In 
addition, our partnership with the Detroit public 
library’s library on Wheels program allowed us to 
distribute more than 1,600 free books to children from 
across southeastern Michigan. the event also featured 
entertainment, arts and crafts, and healthy treats.  
the program drew families and the community 
together and promoted the importance and love of 
reading to children.

DEtrOIt frEE prESS MarathOn 
through the years, the riverfront has been a dedicated 
supporter of the annual Detroit Free press Marathon, 
which takes place in mid-october. the 2011 marathon 
hosted more than 19,000 runners, with a portion of 
the run taking participants along the riverWalk. the 
26.2-mile route included both Detroit and Windsor, 
with a Conservancy “spirit station” at the 25-mile 
marker where we, along with spectators, cheered on 
the runners. 

cOMMunIty prOGraMS
along with these key signature programs, the Conservancy 
also partnered with a variety of organizations to 
create a wide range of ongoing summer programming 
designed to encourage visitors to enjoy the riverfront 
in an interactive and enjoyable group setting. programs 
included a river walkers senior walking group, yoga and  
tai chi on the riverfront, our canine club, the WGpr 
107.5 riverWalk exercise group, and bird-watching with 
the Detroit riverfront audubon Chapter. 

We also complemented our summer 
season with winter activities – including 
cross country skiing, snowshoeing  
and winter dog walks – all designed to 
keep visitors engaged at the riverfront 
year round.

our partners also hosted such events as ethnic festivals, 
the Movement electronic Music Festival, the Detroit 
International Jazz Festival, the GM-produced “rockin’ on 
the riverfront” concert series, and concerts at Chene park.

all these programs have created a unique vibrancy and 
vitality on the riverfront, a riverfront of which Detroit 
area residents can be proud and with which they can 
engage and enjoy with their families and communities 
for generations to come.
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[cOBO arEna]  named for albert e. Cobo, Detroit mayor from 1950-1957, the arena opened in 1960. It was conceived to be 
part of the Detroit Civic Center campus that included the Veteran’s Memorial, Ford auditorium and the City-County Building 
which has been renamed the Coleman a.Young Municipal Center, in honor of Coleman a. Young, Detroit mayor (1974-1993).

Joe Louis 
aRena

Cobo 
aRena[M-10]  With the lodge Freeway, the riverfront is only minutes away 

from the anchors of Midtown: Wayne State university, Henry Ford 
Hospital and the Detroit Medical Center. 

RiveRFRonT 
apaRTmenTs



During the past year, we launched a new, highly 
successful volunteer program that achieved two major 
objectives for the Conservancy: staffing and support of 
community services.

the first objective was to actively recruit, train and retain 
a large corps of dedicated Conservancy volunteers who 
could assist us in our efforts. We now have nearly 100 
trained and committed volunteers serving in a variety of 
capacities, thereby saving us both manpower and much-
needed financial resources.

the volunteers have also helped us attain a secondary 
and equally important objective: that of creating a 
stronger sense of community and collaboration. 

our volunteer program has enabled  
us to bring together a broad regional 
community representing a variety of  
ethnicities, ages, backgrounds, experiences 
and cultures dedicated to one effort: 
providing our community with a greater 
sense of connection to their families, 
to each other, and to nature through 
our revitalized riverfront. 

We are deeply indebted to our volunteers, not only for 
the valuable staffing they provide, but for the intrinsic 
value they bring by serving as riverfront “goodwill 
ambassadors” in the communities in which they live, 
work and play. 

as we move to expand this program, we will be looking 
to increase the number of volunteers and the depth at 
which they serve. as they become more familiar with our 
project, our volunteers will take on even greater roles. 

We continue to look forward to the many rewards, 
both tangible and intrinsic, that a successful volunteer 
program affords to the Conservancy and to the  
volunteers themselves. In the words of the late  
Dr. Dorothy I. Height, the african-american women’s 
rights leader, “Without community service, we would 
not have a strong quality of life. It’s important to the 
person who serves as well as the recipient. It’s the way in 
which we ourselves grow and develop.” 
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MakInG a DIffErEncE

wE arE DEEpLy InDEBtED  
to our wonderful volunteers for the intrinsic  

value they bring by serving as riverfront  
goodwill ambassadors.

[hart pLaza]  Just steps away from the riverfront at Hart plaza are sculptures by three acclaimed artists. 
1. Joe louis Memorial (the “Fist”) – robert Graham
2. Horace e. Dodge & Son Memorial Fountain and the pylon tower – Isamu noguchi
3.  Gateway to Freedom International Memorial to the underground railroad – ed Dwight

HaRT 
pLaza

deTRoiT-WindsoR 
TunneL

deTRoiT/Wayne CounTy  
poRT auTHoRiTy



$10,000,000 +  
the Kresge Foundation  
General Motors 

$5,000,000 – $9,999,999 
Community Foundation for 
 Southeast Michigan 
Compuware Corporation

$1,000,000 – $4,999,999 
Daimler Chrysler Corporation 
Fred a. & Barbara M.  
 erb Family Foundation 
Ford Foundation 
Hudson-Webber Foundation 
W.K. Kellogg Foundation 
John S. & James l. Knight 
 Foundation 
McGregor Fund 
the elizabeth, allan & 
 Warren Shelden Fund 
the Skillman Foundation 
toyota Motor north  
 america Inc.

$250,000 – $999,999  
Blue Cross Blue Shield  
 of Michigan 
John a. & Marlene l.  
 Boll Foundation 
Comerica Bank 
Dte energy Foundation 
Fifth third Securities 
JpMorgan Chase Foundation 
lear Corporation 

ruth roby Glancy 
the Glancy Foundation, Inc. 
Global automotive alliance 
Great lakes Beverage Company 
nancy p. & paul C. Hillegonds 
Honigman Miller Schwartz 
 and Cohn llp 
Illitch Holdings, Inc. 
Industrial Fence &  
 landscaping, Inc. 
ItC transmission 
George W. Jackson, Jr. 
JJr llC 
Florine Mark & Mark/lis Families 
anne j Marszalek &  
 leonard p Marszalek 
Metaldyne, llC 
Metropolitan affairs Coalition 
Matthew t. Moroun 
Faye & albert taylor nelson, Jr. 
pepper Hamilton llp 
pickard Family Fund 
posen Construction, Inc. 
ram realty Services 
pamela e. rodgers 
nettie H. Seabrooks 
J. ronald Slavik 
randi r.G. & anthony M. Stroh 
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick C. Stroh 
Carla & John W. Stroh, Jr. 
pierre Stroh 
talon Group 
thyssenKrupp Budd 
laura & tom trudeau 
united Steelworkers 
Jonathan t. Walton Family 
Gordon H. Ward trust 
Kathleen Hahn Wendler 
Weyerhaeuser-Day Foundation 
WH Canon Company 
White Construction 
WW Group

$5,000 – $9,999 
larry alexander 
linda M. Bade 
penny Bailer 
Barthel Contracting Co. 
Marvin W. Beatty 
Bentz Whaley Flessner 

Masco Corporation 
Meritor Inc. 
penske Corporation 
the Stroh Companies, Inc. 
Matilda r. Wilson Fund

$50,000 – $249,999 
adcraft Club of Detroit 
alixpartners 
american axle & Manufacturing 
at&t 
the auto Club Group 
Bank of america 
the Carls Foundation 
Charter one 
Corenet Global Michigan 
 Chapter 
Matthew & Karen Cullen 
lynn & Stanley r. Day Fund 
Detroit Metro Convention 
 & Visitors Bureau 
the Dick & Betsy DeVos  
 Foundation 
Domino’s pizza 
e.C. Korneffel Co. 
Federal-Mogul Corporation 
Cynthia & edsel Ford 
Ford Motor Company 
Frey Foundation 
Sheila F. & Steven K. Hamp 
the Jewish Fund 
Chaim, Fanny, louis, 
 Benjamin & anne Florence 
 Kaufman Memorial trust 
Kelly Services 

Yvette & Dave Bing 
Susan Goethel &  
 C. David Campbell 
Crain Family Foundation 
tom Delaney 
peter Dow 
tamatha & David egner 
Franklin partnership 
Giarmarco, Mullins &  
 Horton, pC 
Kristina Stroh Gimbel 
ruth Greager Memorial 
Greektown Casino, llC 
Curtis a. Hertel 
rebecca a. Humphries 
Chacona & arthur Johnson 
ann lang 
Susan leithauser-Yee 
liberty Bell agency, Inc. 
patricia & lawrence Mclaughlin 
Derrick a. Miller 
paul, Cristela & Soleya Mitchell 
Mitchell & Diane Mondry 
Motor Cities national  
 Heritage area 
MSX International 
the David K & andrea page 
 philanthropic Fund 
Jennifer & Joseph parke 
rev. V. lonnie peek, Jr. 
ralph l. & Winifred e.  
 polk Foundation 
Keith pomeroy 
the remington Group 
republic Services 
Securitas Security Services  
 uSa, Inc. 
Karen Slaughter-Duperry 
eric Stroh 
Stephen a. Stroh 
Kimberly trent 
Wade trim 
Harriett & Walter Watkins

$1,000 – $4,999 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank angileri 
automation alley 
Sally & Donald Baker 
Baruzzini Construction Company 
John K. Blanchard 

Bonnie ann & robert C. larson 
John e. Marshall III 
national City Bank 
ann V. & James B. nicholson 
Mariam C. noland &  
 James a. Kelly 
northwest airlines Corporation 
David & andrea page 
Cynthia J. pasky &   
 paul M. Huxley 
pVS Chemicals, Inc. 
elizabeth & William rands 
Strategic Staffing Solutions 
Vivian W. Day &  
 John W. Stroh, III 
uaW-GM Center for  
 Human resources 
Visteon Corporation

$10,000 – $49,999 
alpha electric 
americana Foundation 
Bartech Group 
B & B Concrete placement 
Mandell l. & Madeleine H. 
 Berman Foundation 
the Bing Group 
Jane & Bruce Burton 
Butzel long 
CMS energy 
Delphi Foundation 
Detroit International Bridge 
 Company 
Henrietta & roger Fridholm 
Future Fence Company 

richard e. Blouse, Jr. 
William J. Bohlen 
Center City Communications, Inc. 
Mary Christner 
Citizens Financial Group 
ClubCorp Financial 
 Management Company 
lois & avern Cohn 
amy B. Coleman 
Barbara-rose Collins 
Community Central Bank 
roger Cook 
nancy Darga 
robert Davis 
penny DeVaull 
patrick J. Devlin 
Dixon Masonry 
Valerie ellis & randy rutkofske 
adrienne & robert Z. Feldstein 
lauren & phillip Wm. Fisher 
Mary Fleming 
Jodi Gaynor 
General linen 
Geraldine Slaughter Memorials 
Giffels Webster engineers 
GM Volunteer pluS program 
Beth & John Grant 
John H. Hartig 
Mr. & Mrs. William Henry 
Hines Interests, llp 
Deb Hoadley 
Hospice of Michigan 
W.K. & lorna C.  
 Howenstein Fund 
anne & Gilbert Hudson 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Hudson 
Jean Wright & Joseph l. 
 Hudson Jr. Fund 
Institute of real estate Management 
 Michigan Chapter 5 
elizabeth Stroh Jackson 
James Group International 
Jimenez Construction 
evelyn  Johnston 
r. Mechell Jones 
Harvey Kahalas 
Sylvia & takao Kojima 
Maureen & Curt Korneffel 
William lawson 
roger John lesinski 

One of the hallmarks of the Detroit area community always has been its generosity. Indeed, it is one of 
the most philanthropic communities in the country. This continues to be true as it pertains to the Detroit 
RiverFront Conservancy. Within a relatively short time, so much has been accomplished on the 
riverfront. We are deeply indebted to our public and private partners who have enabled us to be as successful 
as we have been. As we look to the future, however, much work remains. We look forward to continuing 
conversations with our dedicated supporters and to broadening our circle of friends. On behalf of the 
Conservancy Board of Directors and staff, please accept our sincere appreciation and gratitude.

David K. page, esq. 
Vice-Chair – Detroit RiverFront Conservancy, Chair – Advancement Committee

DOnOrS
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RenaissanCe CenTeR / 
gm pLaza & pRomenade

[cOMErIca park]  ten blocks from the riverfront is the  
popular Comerica park, home of the beloved Detroit tigers.

[GrEEktOwn]  Detroit’s Greektown, minutes from the riverfront, is a popular  
restaurant and entertainment district. originally settled by German immigrants,  
it is on the national register of Historic places.

RivaRd 
pLaza

gm pRomenade 
gaRden Rooms



[thE GLOBE & ELEvatOr BuILDInGS]  the Globe Building sits on the former site of the Detroit Dry Dock 
Company where Henry Ford worked as an apprentice in the early 1880s. a neighboring structure, the elevator Building, 
which now houses several creative businesses, was the site of a Studebaker automobile company factory. [EaStErn MarkEt]  the Dequindre Cut Greenway reaches north from the 

riverfront within footsteps of Detroit’s famous eastern Market. the market  
is one of the most robust farmers markets in the u.S., featuring the freshest  
produce, flowers, specialty food items and meats.

rEvEnuES
Foundation Contributions  $9,689,569.00 
Corporate Contributions  129,592.00 
Individual Contributions 655,210.00
In-Kind Contributions  3,100,000.00 
Investment Income  2,879.00 
Grant Income – 
other Income  200,676.00 
net assets released from restrictions  262,584.00 

tOtaL reVeNUes  $14,040,510.00 

ExpEnDIturES 
east riverfront project  $3,704,192.00 
General and administrative  1,181,606.00 
Fundraising  942,742.00 

tOtaL eXPeNDItUres  $5,828,540.00 

eXCess OF reVeNUes  
OVer eXPeNDItUres  $8,211,970.00 

aSSEtS 
Cash and Current assets  $9,227,822.00 
easements   26,849,254.00 
endowment  29,781,030.00 
pledges receivable  428,494.00 
other noncurrent assets  27,779,527.00 

tOtaL assets  $94,066,127.00

the financial statements for the Detroit riverFront 
Conservancy as of December 31, 2010, have been 
audited by an independent, certified public accounting 
firm. Copies of the complete audited financial 
statements are available upon request to: 

The detroit RiverFront Conservancy
600 renaissance Center
Suite 1720
Detroit, Michigan 48243
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$1,000 – $4,999 continued  
anna & Yale levin 
Denise lewis, esq. 
robert liggett 
liggett Family Charitable 
 lead trust 
Dana locniskar 
robert J. Manilla 
Mannik & Smith Group 
Mappco llC 
robert W. Marans 
Gail Marantette 
anthony McCauley 
Glascoe McKinney 
Mr. & Mrs. thomas F. Mcnulty 

Carolyn Williams Meza 
M Group llC 
Modern Mirror & Glass  
 Company, Inc. 
laureen Mohn 
eugene & Sheila Mondry 
 Foundation 
Michael parise 
pershing High School alumni 
 association 
Bruce & Kimberly peterson 
 Family Fund 
Dr. Bob pettapiece 
Jeff pietrzyk 
pMa Consultants 

porter Family Charitable 
 Foundation 
tene-Sandra ramsey 
richard (rip) rapson 
Michael rozny 
S & V Construction 
Merton J and Beverly Segal  
 Support Foundation 
Goody and lloyd Semple  
Sills Foundation 
Cheryl Simon 
edward Stroh 
Cheryl thompson 
tucker Young Jackson tull, Inc. 
Wolverine Stone Company
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rEvEnuE & 
ExpEnDIturE SuMMary 

dequindRe 
CuT gReenWay

WiLLiam g. miLLiken  
sTaTe paRk & HaRboR LigHTHouse

CHene paRk

DOnOrS

puBLIc SEctOr

In addition to the generous philanthropic support that the  
Conservancy has received, this project would not have been possible  

without the support and financial investment of our governmental partners. 

special Thanks To  
Mayor Dave Bing – City of Detroit  
Detroit economic Growth Corporation  
Senator Carl levin – united States  
Governor rick Snyder – State of Michigan  
Former Governor Jennifer M. Granholm – State of Michigan  
Michigan natural resources trust Fund  
County executive robert a. Ficano – Wayne County 

City of detroit 
the Mayor’s office and City Council 
Downtown Development authority 
Detroit economic Growth Corporation

Wayne County  
the County executive and the County Commissioners 
Department of economic Development engine Growth 
Department of Homeland Security/emergency Management 

Department of public Services parks and recreation Division 
Department of Health and Human Services

state of michigan 
the Governor’s office and the State legislature 
Department of natural resources 
Michigan natural resources trust Fund 
Department of transportation (MDot) 
economic Development Corporation (MeDC) 
Great lakes Fishery trust

Federal government 
the Michigan Congressional Delegation 
u.S. Coast Guard 
national oceanic & atmospheric administration (noaa) 
u.S. army Corps of engineers 
u.S. Department of Housing and urban Development (HuD) 
Federal Highway administration

Due to space limitations, only gifts of $1,000 and above are listed here. Every gift is important, and the Conservancy thanks all of our supporters. This listing reflects cumulative contributions made  
as of June 30, 2011. The Conservancy has made every effort to reflect an accurate and complete list of our donors. Please contact us at 313.566.8200 to let us know of any errors or omissions.
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a cOMMunIty cOMInG tOGEthEr Collaboration of the public/private partnership has  
been instrumental in the development of the  

riverfront – and the City of Detroit – ensuring a  

BrIGhtEr futurE fOr aLL.

[ELMwOOD cEMEtEry]  Historic elmwood Cemetery, site of the 1763 Battle of Bloody  
run, is one of the oldest cemeteries in Michigan. Its park-like grounds, which feature  
ideas by famed landscape architect Frederick law olmstead, are the final resting place for  
many prominent Detroit citizens.

sTRoH RiveRFRonT

the question might well be asked: Why have we been so 
successful in such a short period of time? Indeed, the 
Conservancy project has been one of the most successful 
fast-tracked developments in the history of Detroit.

the reasons are many but we want to emphasize one:  
We have benefitted from a unique public-private 
partnership which began with the City of Detroit, 
General Motors Corporation and the Kresge Foundation. 
recognizing the riverfront’s potential and displaying 
visionary leadership, these three entities provided 
the critical resources in the early days of this project 
that assured a solid launch of the non-profit Detroit 
riverFront Conservancy and, ultimately, its success.

the City of Detroit leased land and allocated significant 
funds to prepare the riverfront district for public space 
and mixed-use development. these dollars financed  
a number of development initiatives including the 
removal of the silos that made way for the riverWalk and 
its adjacent amenities, rebuilding of roads, construction 
of sidewalks, and the installation of street lights.

General Motors invested $25 million into its waterfront 
renovations at the renaissance Center, including 
building the GM plaza and the first half mile of the 
riverWalk, which it donated to the Conservancy along 
with considerable cash and in-kind support.

the Kresge Foundation made its largest gift ever to a 
single project – a $50 million challenge grant. this gift 
helped finance such expenses as the hiring of architects, 
engineers, Conservancy infrastructure, as well as the first 
phase of east riverfront construction. the grant essentially 
created a strong economic foundation that permitted the 
Conservancy to be launched on a sound financial footing.

But the story does not end here. thanks to Kresge, GM 
and the City, we were able to leverage this funding to 
raise $105 million to date towards a $140 million goal to 
support costs associated with construction, operations, 
maintenance, security and programming where we have 
permanent stewardship responsibility. In addition, we 
have received public and private in-kind contributions 
of approximately $160 million, bringing the total 
project investment to $300 million. 

Through this highly successful partnership 
that has brought together foundations, 
corporations, the public sector, our 
board, Conservancy staff, individuals, 
families and the community at large, we 
are reminded that working together for a 
common purpose, we are able to achieve 
great things. 
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matthew p. Cullen 
Chair, Rock Ventures LLC

david k. page 
Vice Chair, Honigman Miller  
Schwartz and Cohn LLP

Faye alexander nelson 
President & CEO 
Detroit RiverFront Conservancy

larry alexander 
Detroit Metro Convention  
& Visitors Bureau

penny Bailer 
City Year – Detroit

Sandy K. Baruah 
Detroit Regional Chamber

Marvin W. Beatty 
Greektown Casino Hotel

Hon. alisha Bell  
Wayne County Commission

Hon. Dave Bing   
City of Detroit

John K. Blanchard   
General Motors

Dave Blaszkiewicz  
Downtown Detroit Partnership

C. David Campbell   
McGregor Fund

nancy Darga 
MotorCities National Heritage Area

patrick J. Devlin 
Michigan Building and Construction 
Trades Council

larry alexander 
Chair, Community Outreach and 
Communications Committee

Marvin W. Beatty 
Co-Chair, Annual Campaign Committee

John K. Blanchard 
Chair, Finance Committee

andrew l. Camden 
Co-Chair, Public Art Committee

Matthew p. Cullen 
Chair, Executive Committee

Faye alexander nelson 
President & CEO

Sally a. Baker 
Vice President of Development

lisa Brancato 
Annual Fund Director

Kerry l. Hocker 
Governance & Special Projects Assistant 

Julie M. Howe 
Donor Relations Coordinator

Michele t. Marine 
Manager, Volunteer &  
Programming Services 

Mac McCracken 
Director of Security & Operations

William a. Smith 
Chief Financial Officer

Michael a. Finney  
Michigan Economic Development 
Corporation

Mary Fleming   
Community Volunteer 

Cynthia Ford   
Community Volunteer

John H. Hartig 
Detroit River International Wildlife Refuge

George W. Jackson, Jr.   
Detroit Economic Growth Corporation

John Jamian 
Detroit/Wayne County Port Authority 

evelyn Johnston   
Riverfront East Alliance

Susan leithauser-Yee   
Royal Bank of Scotland

robert W. Marans 
Huron-Clinton Metropolitan Authority

alicia C. Minter   
Detroit Recreation Department 

David C. Moilanen  
Huron-Clinton Metropolitan Authority

Mitchell a. Mondry  
M Group LLC

Matthew t. Moroun   
Detroit International Bridge Company

Benny napoleon  
Wayne County Sheriff

Mariam C. noland   
Community Foundation for  
Southeast Michigan

John H. Hartig 
Co-Chair, Programming Committee

robert J. Manilla 
Chair, Investment Subcommittee

Mitchell a. Mondry 
Co-Chair, Annual Campaign Committee 
Chair, Strategic Planning Committee

Juanita Moore 
Co-Chair, Public Art Committee

Mariam C. noland 
Chair, Foundations Committee

Dianne Hinton troupe 
Administrative Assistant 

pat Vintevoghel 
Executive Assistant to the President  
& CEO and Office Manager

Weiping Wang 
Senior Accountant 

Bianca Williams 
Programs & Community  
Outreach Coordinator

Cynthia J. pasky 
Strategic Staffing Solutions 

V. lonnie peek, Jr.   
eBusiness Strategies LLC

Jeff pietrzyk 
UAW-GM Center for Human Resources 

Hon. Charles pugh  
Detroit City Council 

rip rapson 
The Kresge Foundation

pamela rodgers 
Rodgers Chevrolet

Maria elena rodriguez  
Community Volunteer

Doug rothwell  
Business Leaders for Michigan

nettie H. Seabrooks  
Detroit Institute of Arts

rodney Stokes 
Michigan Department of  
Natural Resources

John W. Stroh, III  
The Stroh Companies, Inc.

Jonathan t. Walton  
Community Volunteer

Beverly J. Watts 
Wayne County Parks Division

Kathleen H. Wendler 
Southwest Detroit Business Association

David K. page 
Chair, Advancement Committee

pamela rodgers 
Chair, Audit Committee

nettie H. Seabrooks 
Chair, Governance & Nominating 
Committee

John W. Stroh, III 
Chair, Major Gifts Committee

Beverly J. Watts 
Co-Chair, Programming Committee

BOarD Of DIrEctOrS cOMMIttEE chaIrS 

DEtrOIt rIvErfrOnt cOnSErvancy Staff

[unIvErSIty prEp hIGh SchOOL]  a couple of blocks from the riverfront, students have the opportunity to  
study a rich arts program with state-of-the-art technology. the school also offers an outstanding intern program.

RobeRTs  
RiveRWaLk HoTeL

uaW-gm CenTeR FoR  
Human ResouRCes

HaRboRToWn 
u.s. CoasT guaRd

TaLon 
buiLding



When the project for an accessible riverfront was unveiled in 
2003, the vision of the Conservancy was to develop 5½ miles 
from the ambassador Bridge on the west to just east of the 
Macarthur Bridge (better known as the Belle Isle Bridge).

to date, there is public access to three miles of east 
riverfront which includes pavilions and plazas, fountains, 
butterfly gardens, cafés, an imaginative carousel, and lush 
landscaping, all connected to the ever popular riverWalk. 

We look forward to launching construction on the remaining 
segments of the east riverfront beginning spring of 2012. 
Information concerning this development is provided below.

Mt. ELLIOtt park 
a new pavilion and plaza is being planned to be constructed 
along with other community-oriented and environmentally 
sustainable design features. our familiar pavilion blue-wall 
design and tent-like canopy and plaza will be constructed 
with an east orientation to capture views toward Belle  
Isle. Consistent with our commitment to energy and 
environmental sustainability, the Conservancy is seeking 
leeD Certification of the new pavilion. In recognition of 
the river as a historic commercial transportation route, a 
robust water feature has been designed to capture the 
imagination, and provide an educational resource, while 
offering enjoyment for visitors – safely. the popular existing 
shoreline and fishing outlooks will also be enhanced.

unIrOyaL SItE
located east of Mt. elliott park and west of the Macarthur 
(Belle Isle) Bridge, the former site of the uniroyal tire 
factory is currently in its first phase of remediation. the 
Conservancy will immediately develop the public access 
portion of this riverfront site once the remediation is 
complete, providing  the critical waterfront connection 
from Mt. elliott park to our bookend development at 
Gabriel richard park.

GaBrIEL rIcharD park  
(Just east of the Macarthur (Belle Isle) Bridge)
We are constructing much-needed connections to 
surrounding communities. In harmony with our 
commitment to sustainability, a new parking lot has been 
designed near the Brodhead armory. In addition, along 
Jefferson avenue, we provide shared paths for bicycles and 
pedestrians, and offer an entry point from Jefferson into 
the park. the vast adjacent grassy park, sloping to the river, 

provides a natural way to capture and filter storm water, 
eliminating the impact on storm water underground 
sewer systems. new trees will be planted to encourage the 
restoration of natural habitats. newly installed lighting  
will highlight the lovely labyrinth work of public art.

aDDItIOnaL EaSt rIvErfrOnt DEvELOpMEnt 
the public access portion of riverfront land located to the west 
and east of Chene park, connecting to the Stroh properties, 
will be developed. additional development/improvements 
include the upgrading of the Command Center security 
system located at rivard plaza, and the integration of the Civic 
Center riverWalk into the Conservancy’s improvements, 
maintenance, security and signage systems which will include 
new lighting, security cameras, and concrete repairs. 

as we continue our primary objective of establishing the 
riverfront as a destination place, our development will feature  
a variety of what we have coined “destination vignettes” 
which will include interactive electronic applications, water  
features, viewing devices, and engaging educational displays.

Finally, the recent atwater streetscape improvements will 
be enhanced with wayfinding signage, benches and other 
improvements. 

wESt rIvErfrOnt 
as we look ahead, we have adopted a three-point strategy 
for implementing the west riverfront (from Joe louis to 
the ambassador Bridge) development by engaging the 
community in the conceptual process, negotiating land 
control for properties, and identifying financial support.

a west riverfront stakeholder steering committee has been 
organized to involve the community. the Conservancy 
controls 26 acres of the former Detroit Free press property;  
we are currently in discussions with west riverfront 
landowners to acquire additional riverfront property.

as we move westward, we will continue to work conscientiously 
to connect communities to the river, collaborate with our 
public and private partners, and provide safe access for 
the many visitors who enjoy the riverfront yearly.

as we look to the past, we do so with pride. as we 
examine where we are, we enjoy what has been 
accomplished and recognize what more needs to 
be done. as we look to the future, we do so with 
unbridled hope and optimism.
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yEStErDay, tODay & tOMOrrOw

thE SOnG Of thE rIvEr  
ends not at her banks but in the hearts  

of those who have loved her.
Buffalo Joe

[Mt. ELLIOtt park]  plans are underway for a new plaza and pavilion. the park, a major 
destination for riverfront visitors, will be introducing a universally accessible water feature  
in the context of an authentic historic freighter.

[GranD BOuLEvarD]  once a border of the City of Detroit, Grand 
Boulevard runs from Gabriel richard park on the east to riverside park  
on the west. this same stretch will one day be the length of the riverWalk.

mT. eLLioTT 
paRk

gabRieL RiCHaRd paRk  
pLaza & paviLion

maCaRTHuR 
bRidge



6 0 0  r e n a IS S a nCe Ce n t e r , Su I t e 172 0  
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